
2008 Salvage Synopsis

This article was written by Bob Swisher, sal-
vage co-chair emeritus, and PACA salvager
since 1983.

Salvage last year - I, of course, remember
the projects that I worked on and those
were few as I spent most of my time with
bricks, I’m sorry, I mean pavers. We sold
over 25,000 pavers at 25 cents each and
5,000 large pavers at 50 cents each. We
have 7,000 large pavers already on pallets
ready to deliver and numerous small
pavers on both pallets and in the dirt
ready for spring. 

I did, however, go to Charleston, IL with
other volunteers where we salvaged three
houses. Our bounty was a great looking
fireplace, oak doors, and trim. We also
acquired a staircase, registers, claw foot
tub and some hardware. I spent two
weekends with a great group of volun-
teers on John Street salvaging from the
1903 Presby House, which is now the site
of steel beams going up and up. We took
so much oak out of this building it was
unbelievable. We also took door and win-
dow trim, rafters and beams, doors, regis-
ters, some light fixtures and one double-
sized freezer and a two-door refrigerator
plus a whole room full of oak paneling. 

I only went to Decatur one time but Darrel
Foste and Dan Leisure made a couple of
trips to the middle of the city where they
brought back some really different items. 
Over the summer, our volunteers also
spent a lot of time cleaning the basement
of the Solon House from where we took
numerous truck loads of decayed wood to
two burn piles, one in Mahomet and one
in northeast Urbana. Here we accidently
set fire to the grass and the fire depart-
ment had to come and put out the fire!!

I know there are many other salvage oper-
ations and volunteers in 2007 that I can’t

remember. At our most recent salvage
operation, the Vegetable Crops Building,
Suzanne Ashley-Wannamueller was in
charge and she organized over two dozen
volunteers. Altogether they harvested
thousands of feet of stained birch trim,
doors, transoms, a newel post, windows
and hardware to the warehouse, in addi-
tion to scrap copper, lightning rods and
downspouts. Earlier in the year, about a
dozen volunteers spent most of a weekend
at the main U of I Library taking apart
and loading two dozen heavy and large
cast iron bookcases (about 250 lbs. each).
Suzanne was again in charge of this proj-
ect; it is ongoing salvage project and we
will have more shelving units in the near
future.

2008 salvage operations are, as usual,
unknown at this time. There is a possibili-
ty that we will acquire another 30,000
street pavers from a different source this
spring. If this comes about we will need a
great number of weekend volunteers to
stack them. Get on board now. This means
$15,000 for PACA and local preservation
projects. 

Salvage  is like finding money; but we
need lots of help. See you at the brick pile!

Bob Swisher

Local School Architecture

The Early American Museum is hosting an
exhibit on historic schools beginning
March 1 and running through December.
Developed by historic preservation intern,
Kali Morgan, this exhibit explores the
meanings of local school buildings from
both an architectural and community view
point. Photographs of school buildings,
historic and current, are included in the
exhibit. Contact the Early American
Museum, Champaign County Lake of the
Woods Forest Preserve at 586-2612.

Historic Preservation: Conserving
Heritage through Preservation,
Restoration, and Salvage

Rebecca Hunter, an architectural historian,
will present a lecture about the history of
the historic preservation movement and
suggest ways people can become involved
in local, state, or nationwide preservation
efforts. She will explain why architectural
salvage is crucial to restoration and her-
itage - a passion dear to PACA members.
Hunter’s lecture is sponsored in part by
the Illinois Humanities Council; it is free
and open to the public. It will begin at at
2pm, March 1, at the Early American
Museum (see above).
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2008 Salvage Vinettes Commemorative Calendars on
Sale Now! 

Celebrate Urbana’s 175th Birthday and
support the arts and historic preservation
by purchasing a commemorative calendar.
Calendars feature never before published
historic photographs and vignettes of his-
toric Urbana arranged thematically
through February 2009.

Calendars are available  for purchase at
the Urbana City Hall , Urbana Free
Library, downtown galleries, PDQ
Printing, the PACA architectural salvage
warehouse, and other locations. A col-
lectible numbered edition is $12.00, while
a special numbered commemorative edi-
tion, signed by Mayor Laurel Prussing, is
$20.00. However, supplies are limited.

The calendars were produced by the
Urbana Birthday Celebration Committee
with sponsorship and support by PDQ
Printing, Preservation and Conservation
Association of Champaign County,
Cinema Gallery, Urbana Park District,
West Urbana Neighborhood Association,
Historic East Urbana Neighborhood
Association, City of Urbana Market at the
Square, Busey Bank, Champaign County
Historical Society, Sousa Archives and
Center for American Music at the
University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign, Kennedy’s at Stone Creek,
Carle Foundation Hospital, Lincoln
Square Village, and Urbana Business
Association. The calendar was designed
and researched by Dennis Roberts and
Ilona Matkovszki.

Captions from upper left: Brick volunteer T-shirt; Cast-iron
bookcases installed in PACA warehouse; Vegetable Crops
Building; S. Third St. chapter house; E. Daniel St.  Page
one captions:  Vegetable Crops building trim; Volunteers
working in Vegetable Crops Building. Photos by Betty
Swisher, Dan Leasure, Karen Kummer



Preservation in Progress
National Preservation Conference
2008

The National Trust is sponsoring their
annual preservation conference in Tulsa,
Oklahoma from October 21-25. This con-
ference provides all-important know-how,
innovative ideas, and inspiration for peo-
ple saving America’s historic places and
revitalizing communties. The conference is
the premier educational and networking
event for community leaders, volunteers,
and staff of the historic preservation
movement. 

Take advantage of the opportunity to
explore and compare the urban preserva-
tion challenges and successes in Tulsa and
the context of the rural communitites that
surround it. Their stories highlight the
region’s Native American resources, Art
Deco treasures, the legendary Route 66
Corridor and its changing environment
and diversity.

Topics include strategies for neighborhood
action in the face of tear-downs and inap-
propriate infill construction; trends and
challenges of attracting support for the
preservation of buildings of the recent
past and the Modernist movement; and
contributions of adaptive use of historic
structures to urban revitalization.

Registration information is available from
the National Trust at 800-944-6847;
www.nthpconference.org, or conference
@nthp.org. PACA has Lachlan Blair
Educational Scholarships available to
cover conference registration fees (Forum
level) for area members intested in attend-
ing the conference. Contact PACA for
more information.

Inside Historic Urbana

Join the Urbana Historic Preservation
Commission as we take you inside six of
our finest historic buildings in a series of
programs to be aired on UPTV (local
Channel 6) at 4:00 P.M. on Saturdays
through March.

We begin the series with tours of two
Queen Anne style houses built in the
1890s. The first, currently a bed and break-
fast, was described by newspapers of the
day as a modern residence in every partic-
ular and a preeminent example of “mod-
ern design.” The second house was built
by architect Nathan Ricker, who designed
many local gems including Harker Hall,
the Natural History Building, and Altgeld
Hall. Two members of the Preservation
and Conservation Association, who
restored the house in the 1990s, will lead 

us on this tour with detailed descriptions
of the restoration project.
Our third house is an architectural rarity
with strong political connections. It was
built for a state senator and is now home
to a state representative. Built in 1904, it is
a two-story Arts and Crafts style house
with unusual half-timbering. Next we
explore one of the oldest houses in
Urbana, a two-story Italianate house built
around the late 1860s for Matthew Busey.
A most striking feature in this house are
the long arched windows with operable
wood shutters.

The next stop is a courtyard nestled
between two rows of Spanish Colonial
Revival bungalows built in 1926. No two
bungalows are alike, but each one comple-
ments the others as they incorporate dif-
ferent elements and characteristics of the
architectural style. And we finish our
series in The Princess Theatre, where
Roger Ebert spent the Saturday afternoons
of his childhood. This downtown building
dates back to 1870, with an Art Deco
façade added in 1934.

Schedule:   Saturdays at 4:00 P.M., UPTV

March 1:     Lindley House, 312 W. Green St.
March 8:     Ricker House, 612 W. Green St.
March 15:   Sheldon House, 803 W. Main St.
March 22:   Busey House, 804 W. Main St.
March 29:   Buena Vista Court, Elm St.
April 5:      Busey’s Hall/Princess Theatre, 

120-124 W. Main St.

For more information, contact Rebecca
Bird at the City of Urbana, 384-2440, or by
email at rlbird@city.urbana.il.us.
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Salvage VIP’s
Rich Cahill
Bob Swisher  
Brian Duffield
Neil Lasater
Jerry Schmidt
Suzanne Ashley-
Wannemuehler
Mike Richards 

Salvage Donations
Andrew Hartman 
David Rear 
Hadley Phillips
K C Summers
Karl Meurlot
M. E. Fallon
Stanley Bernshteyn
Tony Blanck
University of Illinois
English Brothers/Charleston Public Library
Steve Thompson

New & Renewing Memberships
(received since the last newsletter)

Charter Members (1981-1983)
Elizabeth & George Miley
Antje & Edward Kolodziej
Helen Levin
Sharon Rapp
Anne A. Ehrlich
Ruth Youngerman
Jack & Virginia Waaler
Patricia Miller

Fantastic Supporters (Over Twenty  Year
Members)
Caroline Hibbard
Mary & Tony Graham
Margie & Jerry O’Bryan
Bill & Jamie Kruidenier
Dan & Jeanette McCollum
Chris Anders & Sara Kirsch
Shirley Stillinger

One to Four Year Members
Felice Kaufmann & Harry Buerkett
Mary Shultz
Kathy & Steve Nicholas
Curtis & Melissa Johnson
Rex & Carol Knepp
Kathleen Jones
Scott & Jeanne Martin
Davie & Yashua Baker
Michael Moynihan
Becky Roach & Gerry Walter
Elie Schwarz
Becky Weber
Scott Dossett & Meg Miller
Mark & Faith Wetzel
Nicole Swiss
Neil & Marcia Lasater
Douglas & Sheryl Maxwell
Sonya Darter
Brian Behrns & Linda Lehovec
Melissa D. Chambers
George Weisiger
William & Rita Trankina
Ed & Alice Vernon
Alex Ruggieri
Ajacks Home Improvement, Inc.

New Members
Matt Faulkner & Sherrie Fessler
R.T. Wunder
William Schumacher Interiors (corporate)
Richard Decorie
Margaret Anne Hampton
Lisa Luckett
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Gerald Schmidt, President
Catherine Barbercheck, Vice-President
Sarah Nemeth, Treasurer
Elisabeth Jenicek, Secretary
Karen Lang Kummer, Exec. Director
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Remember to check your mailing label for
your membership renewal date.  The date
shown indicates when you last renewed;
membership runs for one year from that date.

Eleven to Twenty Year Members
Dan Sullivan
Richard A. Kirkpatrick
Joyce & Jeffrey Gordon
Allan D. Eckel
Kathe Brinkmann & Art Zangerl
Walter & Marguerite Maguire
Dorothy Neumann
Janine & Roger Prillaman
Victoria Corkery
John & Betsey Cronan
Ruth Fliegel
Ellen Foran

Five to Ten Year Members
Marty Sachs
Ilona Matkovszki & Brian Adams
Mitchell & Frances Harris
Larry & Barbara Slanker
Bill McNeill
Mr. & Mrs. Nathaniel B. Jones
John Williams
Kathy Frye
Sam & Pam Furrer
Ray & Marilyn Harrison
Laura Huth & Patrick Rietz
Tim & Sara Ingram
Jan Kalmar & Adrienne & Maya Bauer
Brad & Julie LaPayne
W. John Nelson
Bruce & Patricia Rape
Mary Jo Erickson
Vicki Burkhalter & Susan Kundrat
Brian & Kathy Bushley
Patricia Cardenas
Janus Woods
Ruth Wyman
Smith/Burgett Architects (corporate)
Greg Stock
Lee Stoops
Dan Rutherford
Jim & Pam Sisco
Steve & Karen Ross
Scott J. Robinson
Wayne, Mary & Rachel Robinson

Dan Leasure 
Lee Stoops
Betty Swisher 
Darrel Foste 
Mike Miller 
plus all the
helpers at Veg
Crops

Annual Membership Meeting
April 20, 2008

2-4 pm
Lincoln Hall Auditorium


